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The Age was in appearance another John Bull,
and resembled its elder competitor in policy and
partly in content. But because the editor of The Age
had other sources of livelihood beside his party wages,
because beneath the surface of his regular newspaper
a&ivity he carried on blackmail, his paper had a
purposeful ingenuity in its criticisms on individuals,
which the editor of John Bull would have had neither
the meanness nor the patience to contrive. Thus
We&macott used his power and his knowledge of
the theatrical world to extort money from Madame
Veftris, when in 1833 s^e was *n management at the
Olympic Theatre; and againft such easily assailable
persons he did not scruple to move publicly in the
columns of his paper. But, as a rule, he was careful
to keep from aftual weekly print references of an
offensive kind to individuals likely to defend themselves.
Now and again he made a mi&ake. In the course of
anti-Radical pamphleteering he insulted Thomas Dun-
combe, and the member for Finsbury flogged him
heartily at their next public encounter. On another
occasion The Age published an ambiguously phrased

of speech half-way between the mafterful good-fellowship of " Christo-
pher North " and the pseudo-royal despotism of " Oliver Yorke ";
the paper ran a series of satirical symposia under the title " Noctes
Londonienses "; Lockhart and the Quarterly became quite suddenly
objects of fervent praise; conversely the principal vidims of attack were
now precisely the people later to be most cruelly pilloried in Fraser's.
Indeed the hand of Maginn is everywhere unmistakable. Finally
significant is the solemn notice, published on May 9,1830, of the death
of " Sir Morgan O'Doherty" (Maginn's best known pseudonym).
Frosts had recently started, and absorbed the editor to such an
extent that he gave up his work even on BlackwooePs. Such a way of
celebrating the transfer of Maginn's whole activity to his new magazine
is very chara&eriftic of his ftyle of journalism which, by then, had
infefted Weftmacott also. The "obituary notice" remarks that
" the glory of Maga is now defunct" ; and it is notable that hence-
forward compliments to Blackwootfs are replaced in the columns of
The Age by compliments to Fraser's.